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2022 Chapter President -  Roy Swartzinski ‘22
Entering 2022, I am very excited to see all of the brothers 
who have been elected to serve  on  the Executive Board for 
the first time. With these newly elected officers of the 
chapter, I anticipate a very exciting and productive year even 
with the effects of COVID-19 still playing a factor in what we 
can do on campus and in our community. With the effect of 
COVID-19 gradually diminishing our day-to-day practices 
through the efforts of our chapter, campus, and community to 
stay safe, this year will be another step back toward the 
chapter operating at its ‘normal’ capacity once again. I am 
excited to guide the chapter back into the swing of things 
and continue to expand upon our relationships with our 
philanthropy organization, Fleece and Thank You, our alumni 
base, who we haven’t been able to interact with as much 
due to the virus, and our relationship with the rest of the 
campus community. 2022 has the potential to be a great 
year to get the chapter as close to normal as we can and 
expand on the many exciting ventures that the resilient 
brothers of SigEp Michigan Theta have undertaken 
throughout these trying times. I am proud to be able to have 
the opportunity to give all these men the best college 
experience possible, and I can’t wait to see what the future 
holds in store for our chapter.
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President - Michael Paciero ‘15

VP of Alumni Relations - Lee Bunting ‘08

VP of Housing - Jason Chrumka ‘11

VP of Communications - Tony Fakhouri ‘17

VP of Finance - Jeremy Nafus ‘17

Balanced Man Steward - Joe Morris ‘20

Chapter Counselor - Pierce Sadlier ‘17

Contact Email: sigep.mitheta.alumni@gmail.com
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VP of Programming - Xavier Espinoza ‘23

VP of Finance - David Pace ‘23

VP of Member Development - Tony Simmons ‘23

VP of Recruitment - Colin Monkkonen ‘24

VP of Communications - Cole Fatur ‘24

Chaplain - Blane Johnston ‘23

VP of Sigep Learning Community - Mason Doll ‘24

Since our last edition of Theta Thoughts, Michigan Theta has 
captured our 6th Buchanan Cup in a row marking over 12 
year of chapter excellence! Through the many curve balls 
thrown our way in 2020, the chapter was not only able to 
survive, but thrive with highly limited event programming.  
Now more than ever, is it imperative that our AVC continues 
to support the chapter as they transition back to campus to 
resume regular classes and programming events. In the 
coming year, our goal is to support the chapter’s leadership 
change over, recruitment efforts through the Balanced Man 
Scholarship and initiatives focused on Sound Mind and 
mental health. For Alumni programming, we are extremely 
excited to be kicking off 2022  with our annual Winter Retreat 
event! This event is special to many of us and we are happy 
to be able to have this event once again. To commemorate 
how special this event is to our chapter, we have included an 
article in this edition of Theta Thoughts around the history of 
Winter Retreat. Later this year we will be celebrating two 
large milestones for our chapter. This summer will mark the 
30th Annual Steven D. Iaquinto Memorial Golf Outing and in 
the fall we will the long awaited 50th Anniversary Celebration 
party which will undoubtedly be the biggest and best 
celebration in our chapters history! Throughout the year we 
will be continuing to bring consistent and engaging content 
as we lead up to the 50th. We hope to see you all at the 50th 
and the many events along the way! 
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Winter Retreat
Friday, January 7th, 2022 - Sunday, January 9th, 2022

After a hiatus last year, Winter Retreat is back on! The 
event will kick off the road to our 50th Anniversary 
Celebration later this fall! We hope you keep in touch 
throughout the year as we lead up to the big celebration!  

AVC Annual Meeting
Thursday, March 10th, 2022

Please join the AVC to learn about the upcoming events 
that will pave the way for our 50th Anniversary celebration 
later this year. We will also be providing updates on the 
undergraduate chapter and showing how you can help 
the chapter’s future growth. 

Greek Day and Parent/Alumni Event
Spring 2022

Stay tuned for further details on these two annual events 
as the undergrads get underway with their 2022 planning!

Steven D. Iaquinto Memorial Golf Outing
Saturday, June 4th, 2022

This summer, we will be hosting the 30th annual Steven 
D. Iaquinto Memorial Golf Outing at Whitmore Lakes Golf 
Links! Stay tuned for more information about registration. 
All proceeds will support the 2022 Balanced Man 
Scholarship.

MI Theta 50th Anniversary Celebration
Thursday, October 13th  - Sunday, October 16th, 2022

The announcement you’ve all been waiting for is finally 
here! Save these dates to join us for celebrating 50 years 
of MI Theta. See pages 13-16 for further details!

EVENTS
Save the Date!

Keep in Touch!

Did you know that MI Theta now has 424 confirmed alumni 
across the country? Hopefully you have noticed an 
increased effort to communicate on the AVC’s part over the 
last few years. We’ve been using mailchimp to produce 
better, more engaging content, maintain up to date email 
addresses, as well as track down missing contacts. 3 years 
ago we were emailing to less than 200 alumni. Now we have 
up-to-date emails for 333! Thank you to everyone who has 
responded to our individual outreach or helped us track 
down those that you stay in contact with. For both mailing 
and email, please continue to update us when your contact 
information changes through the contact form in our email 
blasts or at sigep.mitheta.alumni@gmail.com This effort is 
ever so important as we approach the 50th. We are still 
working on contacts for 86 brothers and want to fill this gap!
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Xavier Espinoza ‘23 - In Fall 2021, our chapter focused on 
recovering from the hardships of COVID-19. We managed 
regulations by finding events that were still engaging, but 
would be safe for brothers and the wider community to 
attend. Some of these events were online such as Jackbox 
games, outdoor movie nights, and snowball fights. These 
events were fun, but we all missed the atmosphere of 
in-person brotherly love. Thankfully, in early march vaccines 
began to roll out and the safety of larger events increased. 
Once the majority of brothers became vaccinated, the goal 
of the programming committee was to reinstate the 
experiences that we all missed. We brought back important 
events like  Volleyball Blast and Family Night. We were even 
able to hold our  formal at the Kensington hotel. All of the 
brothers were so excited to be back in person that all of our 
Fall events had plenty of support. Even our small events like 
movie nights and card nights had attendance that was bigger 
than previous years. Our 2021 programming committee did a 
great job of getting back up to speed. Now it’s time for our 
programming to shine, and for our brothers to have a year 
full of brotherhood. We look towards 2022 with high hopes 
for exciting events and further growth in our community.
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Chapter Update 2021
Overview August  22nd

Balanced Man Scholarship Banquet

September 11th
Jimmy John’s Field Fundraiser with O’Rhos

September 18th
30th Annual Volleyball Blast

October 2nd
Pieknik Picnic

October 17th
Volunteering at Detroit Free Press Marathon

October 23rd
Cedar Point Fundraising

November 5th 
Sacred Heart at Ohio State

November 13th & 20th
Fleece & Thank You Volunteering

November 20th
49.5 Anniversary Formal

Fall 2021 Activities

The 2021 year for our programming committee 
was focused on recovering from the hardships of 
COVID-19. In the beginning of the year, we still 
had to deal with the regulations that were set in 
place. We managed these regulations by finding 
events that were still engaging, but would be 
safe for brothers and the wider community to 
attend. Some of these events were online. We 
played Jackbox games, hosted outdoor movie 
nights, and held snowball fights. These events 
were fun, but we all missed the atmosphere of 
in-person brotherly love. Thankfully, in early 
march vaccines began to roll out and the safety 
of larger events increased.
        Once the majority
of brothers became vaccinated, the goal of the 
programming committee was to
reinstate the experiences that we all missed. We 
brought back summer retreat,
tube trip, and many other fun activities that we 
missed due to covid. We were
even able to hold our 49th ½ formal at the 
kensington hotel. All of the
brothers were so excited to be back in person 
that all of our fall events had
plenty of support. We rarely had anyone skip out 
on setting up events. Even our
small events like movie nights and card nights 
had attendance that was bigger
than previous years before covid. 
           Our 2021 programming committee
did a great job of recovering from covid, and 
getting back up to speed. Now
it’s time for our programming to shine, and for 
our brothers to have a
wonderful year full of brotherhood. We look 
towards 2022 with high hopes for
exciting events and further growth in our 
community



Family Night

Fleece & Thank You

Greek Day

Volleyball Blast

Mo Al-Najeer ‘22 - The return of family night was a major 
goal for my term as Vice President of Finance. Establishing a 
connection between the families of our brothers and the 
chapter is important in building assurance for the families 
that this fraternity is different. It's the chapter’s mission to 
build balanced men, but this isn’t possible without the trust 
and cooperation of family. We had a great turnout at the 
event, as many brothers, family members, and alumni came 
out to show their support. A portion of the proceeds from 
each ticket we sold went back to the chapter to help fund the 
Balanced Man Scholarship. We were also fortunate enough 
to be a part of the pregame on-field festivities holding the 
flag for the national anthem.

Rob McQueen ‘21 - Although another tough year within the 
chapter and covid-19 LTU allowed Greek life to host a 
“Greek Day” for 2021. This was by no means traditional and 
consisted of very few original Greek Day events, however 
the brothers of MI Theta pulled through for the 6th year in a 
row. Winning the window painting, banner making, free 
throw, sidewalk chalk, and penny war events with a near 
clean sweep of all of the events. Unfortunately while the 
events were not the traditional Greek Day we all look forward 
to, the brothers all came together in an effort to keep the 
winning streak alive and keep SigEp on the trophy for 
another year.

David Yoslovich ‘24 - Working with Fleece & Thank You 
was a great experience. I helped out by putting blankets into 
bags to prepare for shipping. While I was there I had a lot of 
fun just talking to brothers while I worked and that made it 
feel more like a social event than a volunteering opportunity. 
There was a heartwarming feeling seeing and helping out by 
sending people blankets to places all over the country. It was 
especially satisfying to hear after we finished that we fulfilled 
our quota and then some, it really made me feel like my time 
spent there was worthwhile. Even though the experience 
was only a few hours, time really flew by and it only seemed 
like 20 minutes.

Mason Doll ‘24 - Volleyball blast is definitely one of the more 
fun events we do every year. All of the brothers get to come 
together, play some volleyball, and the funds go directly to 
Fleece and Thank you, our most recent philanthropy partner. 
Although my team didn’t win the tournament (sadly), we all 
still had a great time. Every team was dressed up in goofy 
uniforms and had their own chants they would do whenever 
they scored a point. I definitely made some memories I will 
cherish forever that day, and all while competing for a good 
cause. SigEp raised $250 for F&TY during Volleyball Blast.
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The chapter’s Balanced Man Scholarship program continues 
to progress each school year and the top award given at 
each year’s BMS is now named the “Randall and Diana 
Brooks Balanced Man Scholarship” in honor of the 
program’s largest ever contributors, Randy Brooks ‘81 and 
Diana Brooks. Over they last 3 years they have donated a 
total of $10,000, and increased their annual donation to 
$4,000 this year. Randy and Diana, we cannot thank you 
enough for your continued support! 

Another big step towards ensuring the longevity of the 
annual effort was the establishment of the “MI Theta BMS 
Endowment” Fund at HQ early in 2021. This dedicated fund 
was able to start at $25,000 and will currently generate 
nearly $1,000 each year for the scholarship. The goal is to 
grow this fund to $75,000 in the next 5 years by achieving  
83 individual $10/month donations. At the moment, we are 
25% of the way to our individual donor goal! Our VPs of 
Recruitments have seen the benefit of these efforts first hand 
and our current VPR recounts his experiences below.

Joe Mitrzyk ‘22 - The BMS campaign this year proved to be 
challenging, but also rewarding. Following last year’s BMS, 
we knew that we needed to focus more on it this time. This 
year, $2450 was given out in scholarships for the top 10 
winners. Of those 10 winners, we had 3 join this semester. 
We received 58 applicants and interviewed 40 of them. 
Unlike last year, we were also able to host a banquet for the 
with Josh Andree as the keynote speaker. There was also a 
BBQ held for all of the applicants prior to the banquet.  

 

Top Balanced Man Scholarship Renamed
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Fall 2021 Recruitment
Joe Mitrzyk ‘22 Recruitment this year was a lot more 
intense than the few previous ones due to covid. For the 
spring of 2021, recruitment was solely done over zoom for 
the school rules restricted in-person events. We were not 
even allowed to have a booth which proved very challenging. 
Then by the time fall recruitment rolled around, the school 
had relaxed its rules which allowed for a more normal, and 
exciting, recruitment. The incoming fall class for 2021 was 
the largest that the school has seen in a long time so 
naturally that provided high hopes for a large class. Having 
bidded 8 guys by the end of the first week and 19 total by the 
end of the second, that was proving to be the case. 

Despite coming slightly under our goal, the chapter still did 
an amazing job. To put it into perspective, we recruited more 
members than all of the other fraternities combined, as well 
as one fourth of all Greek life this semester. The fall 2021 
rush class consists of 11 new guys which includes 5 athletes. 
This was possible because this semester athletes are now 
able to join in their first semester. Some of the notable 
events that we held were WhirlyBall, batting cages, glow 
golf, and a volleyball tournament. There were events 
planned with all sororities as well as a mixer with the O’rohs. 
As mentioned before, recruitment had been harmed by covid 
and so had the recruitment spirit. This semester we were 
able to inspire the brothers and bring the passion back into 
recruitment, which was my ultimate goal as VPR



2022 Executive Board
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I am excited to guide this new 
executive board in the coming 
year. These brothers have 
shown great leadership, and I 
look forward to how we can 
work together to make the 
chapter’s experience an 
amazing one!

President
Roy Swartzinski ‘22

I am very excited to serve our 
chapter as the Vice President 
of Programming. In the coming 
year my most important goals 
as VP of Programming are to 
increase the value of our 
events that we hold, and to 
increase our presence in our 
community.

VP Programming
Xavier Espinoza ‘23

I am excited to provide new 
opportunities for our fraternity 
through the use of fundraisers 
to allow us to do the things we 
want to do. 

VP Finance
David Pace ‘23

I’m excited about VP of 
Recruitment because I get to 
lead the spread of SigEp on 
our campus. I hold this 
fraternity very highly and want 
to share our wonderful 
opportunities and learning 
experiences to as many as 
possible. 

VP Recruitment
Colin Monkkonen ‘24

VP Member Development 
plays a part in allowing 
everyone to strive towards 
understanding who they want 
to be and how they want to 
achieve their goals in life, and 
that's what I want to do for the 
brother of MI Theta.

VP Mem. Development
Anthony Simmons  ‘23

I am excited to be at the head 
of our standards board to make 
sure our brothers and our 
chapter are upholding our 
values. I hope to obtain a 
better ritual venue and help the 
VP SLC with the mental health 
program 

Chaplain
Blane Johnston ‘23

I’m excited to be the VP of 
communications because I 
have the chance to promote 
the brotherhood that each of us 
share. 

VP Communications
Cole Fatur ‘24

Meet MI Theta’s next generation of leaders and what they are looking forward to most while serving in 2022!

I’m excited for this position 
because the whole dynamic of 
SLC is changing. I hope to 
further develop this position so 
that it plays a large role in the 
chapter while incorporating 
service learning. 

VP Learning Community
Mason Doll ‘24



Sound Mind, Sound Body; In addition to Virtue, Diligence, 
and Brotherly Love, it’s what we live by within the Balanced 
Man Program as SigEps. Both have elements of them that 
are fairly easy to spot, Sound Body via how much someone 
frequents the gym, and Sound Mind perhaps how high 
someone’s GPA may be. Likewise, both also have traits that 
are not as easily seen and therefore can too easily go 
overlooked. For Sound Body it may be what that brother who 
goes to the gym frequently does behind the scenes with his 
nutrition, and Sound Mind the brother who meditates in 
private before bed to calm nerves from the days activities. 

Increasingly in today’s world, and particularly in college 
students, struggles with keeping a Sound Mind and in turn 
mental health is one of the greatest personal challenges and 
has become a nationwide conversation for people of all 
ages. Michigan Theta has been no less affected by this 
conversation than anyone else, and one of the priorities of 
the AVC over the next year is to create a stronger support 
and outreach system for our undergraduates who may 
experience similar struggles from time to time. If this subject 
speaks to you, please reach out to get involved and help us 
envision it. One event the chapter is doing is called the 
Pieknik Picnic that has emerged in remembrance of brother 
Nikolas Pieknik. Current president, Josh Pastrana 
remembers Nik and describes the event’s purpose.

Josh Pastrana ‘23 -  One of the things that has been 
brought to light over the last couple of years is the 
importance of mental health. During the many struggles of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, it has become even more 
important now to bring mental health to the forefront and 
ensure our brothers are feeling safe, comfortable and in a 
sound mental state. Sadly, many brothers know the 
devastating effects of not knowing the signs of poor mental 
health after brother Nikolas Pieknik ‘18 took his own life in 
the summer of 2018. Over the last two years the 
undergraduates have held a day of remembrance for Nik 
and what he meant to so many people. This day of 
remembrance has evolved into what is now an annual event 
held by the chapter called the Pieknik Picnic. As we move 
forward and continue to grow this event, we are working 
closely with Lawrence Tech to have this be a  campus wide 
event to help bring awareness to mental health and support 
any students who are struggling and need help from friends 
and professionals. We intend to keep Nik’s memory alive 
while promoting the importance of sound mental health and 
giving people avenues to express themselves and receive 
the  help they need to improve. This past year, we shared 
stories of Nik at the picnic and later at night,  we had 
Chinese lanterns where we wrote out different messages to 
Nik or anything anyone wanted to get off their chest and 
released them as a group during the closing ceremony.

2nd Annual Pieknik Picnic
Advocating for Mental Health
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Josh Pastrana ‘23 -  One of the things that has been 
brought to light over the last couple of years is the 
importance of mental health. Sadly, many brothers know the 
result of mental health problems with the passing of brother 
Nikolas Pieknik in the summer of 2018. Over the last two 
years the undergraduates have held a day of remembrance 
for Nik and what he meant to so many people. A brother that 
was not only funny but hard working with an attitude to push 
the envelope. We have been able to keep Nik’s memory 
alive while promoting the importance of mental health. As we 
continue to promote mental health we are looking to expand 
our outreach within the university while honoring a brother 
that is gone far too soon. These last 2 years we have had to 
deal with the uncertainty of COVID and it’s impact when it 
comes to events. Regardless we have been able to let 
brothers, friends and family that knew Nik to speak about 
him and mental health as a whole. This past year we even 
had Chinese lanterns where we wrote out different 
messages for Nik or anyone struggling mentally.  



Last year, after 12 years of fundraising, the JJ Burning Heart 
award was fully endowed at an amount of $25,000, which 
allows us to award the recipient a scholarship equaling the 
chapter’s annual dues. Each year since 2009, the winner’s 
name is inscribed on a plaque. After 13 years, we are finally 
onto our second plaque that will go on to represent the 2nd 
generation of the best of our our undergrads. The first 
generation has been quite the group; 7 of the 12 have been 
chapter presidents, 2 were selected for the Tragos Quest to 
Greece, 1 was hired as a Regional Director and went on to 
work for HQ, 1 achieved SigEp Fellow, and all have served 
on Eboard. We thank you brothers for your contributions!
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JJ Burning Heart
12 Years of Recognition

2021 - Josh Pastrana ‘23
Josh started at Lawrence Tech in Fall 2018 dual majoring in 
Architecture and Interior Design. He quickly became 
involved in SigEp through the recruitment and programming 
committees from Fall 2018 and all of 2019. He was then 
elected to be the Vice President of Programming in 2020 and 
also served as a Sigma Challenge coordinator. Josh was 
elected as Chapter President for 2021 where he and his 
fellow Executive Board focused on supporting chapter moral 
and mental health during the pandemic and honoring our lost 
brother, Nikolas Pieknik. Outside of SigEp Josh was VP of 
IIDA and a member of AIAS. Josh is someone who truly 
“bleeds SigEp”, he wears his heart on his sleeve, and his 
letters with pride daily.

2009 - Michael Newton ‘13
The first ever recipient, Michael Newton served as VP of 
Recruitment, & President. He was also was the first MI Theta 
brother selected for the Tragos Quest to Greece in 2012. 

2010 - Austin Chapman ‘14
Austin was elected VP of Communications and VP 
Programming before going on to serve as President in 2012 
and 2013. He later was hired by HQ as a Regional Director 
for the 2014-2015 academic year.

2011 - Michael Paciero ‘15
Current AVC President, Mike received the JJ at the 40th 
Anniversary, was elected VP Programming in 2012 & 2013, 
and became MI  first ever Fellow award recipient in 2015.

2012 - Richard Douglas ‘16
A very active and culturally influential member, Rich was 
elected President in 2014 and was instrumental in leading 
the Chapter’s Epsilon & Brother Mentor challenges. 

2013 - Dean Perkins ‘17
Dean served as VP recruitment in 2014? and went on to 
become known for organizing “Dern Talks”, Ted Talk-Like 
presentations that drove Member Development forward.

2014 - Tony Fakhouri ‘17
Tony served as VP of Member Development during the 2015 
school year, President in the following years, and continues 
to be instrumental to MI Theta as the AVC’s VP Comm today

2015 - Travis McCall ‘18
Travis led the way with Volleyball Blast in 2015 and 
redefined the event as an outdoor tournament. He went on 
to serve as VP of the RLC in 2016.

2016 - Kienan Kowalski
Kienan was awarded the JJ Award at the 45th Anniversary 
Formal Celebration in Downtown Detroit in 2016 and was 
later elected President that same Fall.

2017 - Josh Andree ‘21
Josh served on executive board three times as VP 
Recruitment in 2018, Chaplain in 2019, and President in 
2020. He also became MI Theta’s second brother to attend 
the Tragos Quest to Greece in 2019.

2018 - Brandon Agents ‘20
Brandon was elected and served as VP Communication in 
2018 & President in 2019 where he represented us as our 
Conclave delegate and in receiving the 1st Gold Buch Cup

2019 - Nathan Mark ‘21
Nathan served on the Chapter’s Executive Board for three 
consecutive years as the VP Finance,  Programming and 
Chaplain.  

2020 - Rob McQueen ‘22
Rob’s passion for Member Development has never wavered 
and he’s served as VP of Mem D during 2021 and has been 
a critical part of leading MI Theta through the pandemic.



After a hiatus in 2020, Golf Outing was back this year and it 
was once again great to see familiar faces. We thank 
everyone who was able to come out and support the chapter 
as we continue to remember our brother Steven Dean 
Iaquinto. This outing has kept his memory alive and helps 
foster a healing of loss for many. The funds raised this year 
went on to grow the recently established Chapter Leadership 
Endowment and will continue to provide a high level of 
scholarship support for the undergrads. We look forward to 
many more years for this outing and hope to see you all at 
the 30th annual outing next year!
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29th Steven D. Iaquinto Memorial Golf Outing
Remembering Why We Golf A special thank you to those who donated back their 

winnings from the raffles and skins! Together we raised a 
total of $1,050 For the chapter’s Balanced Man Scholarship!

Haley Lee (KBG)
Greg Szczesny
Mitch Schreiber 

Brian Cullen
Bruce Serafin

Kenda & Mike Bush
The Electric Guys Sponsorship Donation

Sam Iaqunito ‘87 - Brotherhood, it has a different meaning 
to all of us. Some think of special bonds amongst men, some 
think of special times, others think just being there, We as 
SigEps share this brotherhood in many ways. We share very 
special bonds, we are "brothers from another mother" 
remembering brothers who have fallen by the wayside; 
passing.

On September 15, 1986 our brother Steven Dean laquinto's 
life was cut short in a car accident.Steve was a brother who 
exemplified our cardinal principles: Virtue, Diligence and 
Brotherly Love. He was always positive and there to help a 
brother in need. To keep his memory alive, a group of 
brothers got together and came up with an idea to have a 
golf outing. This outing raises scholarship funds for incoming 
freshmen and serves as an opportunity to toast his memory. 
This event has been at many different courses over the 
years and is now in its 30th year. What a great opportunity to 
get together annually with alumni from the past 50 years and 
actives to tell stories and create new memories. 

As a brother “from the same mother” of Steve’s, this outing 
has kept his memory alive and helps foster a healing of loss 
for many. We look forward to many more years for this outing 
and hope to see you all at the 30th annual outing next year!
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- All chapter GPA a full point above the all campus average
- Have won greek day the last five consecutive years
- 40% of incoming freshman men applied to the Balanced 

Man Scholarship
- 15% of members attended Ruck during the virtual 

program in summer 2020
- First place in most donors for the 2020 Founders Day of 

Giving while engaging strong support from alumni
- 30% of members participated in SigEp’s career coaching 

program over the pandemic.

Those are just some of the statistics that were announced at 
the Balanced Man Celebration at Conclave and led to MI 
Theta’s SIXTH CONSECUTIVE Buchanan Cup this past 
summer in Denver. We now have 10 cups overall meaning 
40% of our years as a chapter have resulted in a Buc Cup! 
MI Theta truly stands on the shoulders of giants and this 6th 
consecutive cup would not have been possible without all 
the hard work and dedication from those that have come 
before, going as far back as before this streak started in the 
early 2000’s. Which, eventually led to the first of this string of 
wins in 2011. The impact over that time to both individuals 
and the chapter as a whole is immeasurable and we thank 
you for believing in and creating something so special.
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Gold Strikes Again!
Now More than Ever: Conclave 2021



A Fresh Perspective - First Timer Experience

MI Theta has “NUTS! Scholar” Selected

Fortunate to have been able to gather in person in late July, 
“Now More Than Ever” was the theme of this year’s. 
Conclave. A message representative of the changing nature 
of the fraternity and university environments across the 
country, and how now more than undergrads and alumni 
must work together in order to push fraternity and MI Theta 
forward to be a true partner in higher education and ensure 
the personal, professional, and leadership development of 
today’s college students. As current VP of Finance Mo 
Al-Najjar ‘22 put it, “My favorite moment from Conclave was 
our celebration with our alumni after winning our second gold 
Buc Cup. It’s incredible to see the support of our them after 
all the hard work we all put in”. This year, MI Theta was able 
to send five undergraduate  brothers to the event, all fully

Mason Doll ‘23 - This summer, I had the amazing 
opportunity to attend Conclave in Denver. It was such a cool 
experience getting to meet SigEps from so many different 
places around the country. Every chapter had their own 
stories about how they continue to pursue excellence, and 
listening to what these chapters are doing is a unique 
experience. I was inspired by what they were doing and am 
definitely trying to apply their ideas to MI Theta. It’s really a 
cool thing, meeting someone for the first time and instantly 
feeling a connection of brotherhood with them. I think the 
most impactful part of the experience was seeing guys there 
who had been to Conclave for over 20 consecutive years. It 
reminded me once you’re a SigEp, you’re a SigEp for life. 

John Bowling ‘22 - I was very excited for Conclave because 
I had never attended an in-person leadership continuum 
program. When I heard Conclave was still being hosted 
in-person, I signed up so I could develop my leadership 
more in order to be more prepared for my purpose in life. I 
applied for the NUTS! Scholarship and was one of the ten 
people to get their entire Conclave fees covered, allowing 
me to attend and learn a lot of valuable information without 
worrying about the financial burden. I am very thankful for 
the NUTS! Society for allowing me to develop my leadership 
experience, and their impact motivates me to give back to 
undergrads and make the same impact once I graduate.

funded, two by choosing to represent us as the Delegate or 
Alternate, one winning the national NUTS! Scholarship, and 
two funded by monies from the Direct Fund raised over time 
by alumni and chapter efforts. Current President, Josh 
Pastrana ‘23 was even selected by the Ritual Task Force to 
perform the ritual on stage during the event’s opening night. 
An experience that he says, “strengthened the idea that 
being with brothers is extremely precious”. Current VP 
Communications John Bowling ‘22 and VP Recruitment 
Joe Mitrzyk ‘22 also attended as well as Mason Doll ‘23 
who only recently joined in the Fall of 2020. Rounding out 
the MI Thetas in attendance were alumni Mike Paciero ‘15, 
Austin Chapman ‘14, and Sam Moschelli ‘00.
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SAVE THE DATE(S)!
Thursday 10/13/22 - 

Sunday 10/16/22 

MAIN EVENT
Saturday 10/15/22

LOCATION
The Westin

Southfield, MI

More Info Coming Early 2022!

13

MI Theta Celebrates 50!

It’s the moment you’ve all been waiting for! On October 23rd, 
2021 we turned 50 years old as an organization and we did 
so virtually and apart. But today we are happy to officially 
release and announce that the AVC and planning committee 
are moving forward with our plans.

Nearly 2 years ago in February 2020, a group of alumni and 
undergrads got together at LTU for the initial planning 
session of the 50th Anniversary Celebration intended to take 
place in Fall 2021. Several key directives and goals were set 
and we were getting ready to go. Little did we know that only 
a few short weeks later the world would be engulfed by the 
start of a pandemic. In Fall 2020, with difficulty predicting 
what a year later would look like, and venues not willing to 
commit to booking dates the AVC made the decision to move 
the event to Fall 2022 where we would look to celebrate this 
milestone WITHIN our 50th year rather than at the turn of it. 
We acknowledge that not every corner of the pandemic has 
been turned but we are committed to planning a safe, fun, 
responsible event!

Undergraduate Perspective

Alumni Perspective

Themes/Sayings

On the shoulders of giants

50 years of excellence

Previous Logos

it, sed do eiusmod tempor. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur ing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Ipsum dolor sit 
amet elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Loremadipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor. Ipsum dolor sit amet elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor. Lor. it, sed do eiusmod tempor. Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur ing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor. Ipsum dolor sit amet elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. 
Loremadipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Ipsum dolor sit 
amet elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Lor

Subtitle?
it, sed do eiusmod tempor. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur ing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Ipsum dolor sit 
amet elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Loremadipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor. Ipsum dolor sit amet elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor. Lor. it, sed do eiusmod tempor. Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur ing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor. Ipsum dolor sit amet elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. 
Loremadipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Ipsum dolor sit 
amet elit, sed do eiusmod tempor. Lor

Theme - We Stand on the Shoulders of Giants

Who - MI Theat Alumni, Undergraduates, Friends, Family, 
LTU Faculty and Staff, Brothers from Other Chapters

What - MI THETA 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBREATION

Where - The Westin, Southfield, MI

When - October 15th, 2022 Save the Date!

Why - Because

How - Not Relevant

Theme - We Stand on the Shoulders of Giants

Contact/comittee - Lee Bunting, AVC, Nick, Jake, Vince

Where we will need help….

As we approach celebrating this milestone, it only seems 
appropriate as we look back over the last 50 years to use 
this message we’ve heard so many times as our central 
theme. We will strive to highlight and celebrate the giants of 
our time, both the people and the accomplishments, and 
look forward to the future so that we may continue to build 
giants that will support the next generation MI Thetas

Interested in Helping Out?
This year’s event and current committee is headed by the 
AVC’s VP of Alumni Relations, Lee Bunting ‘08. If you are 
interested in getting involved please reach out to him at 
lbunting@ltu.edu, or the AVC gmail account at 
sigep.mitheta.alumni@gmail.com.

mailto:lbunting@ltu.edu
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Itinerary Outlook
The goal of this much anticipated event is to not limit it to 
just one singular night, but instead enjoy a long weekend 
of festivities that celebrate various parts of our 
brotherhood. While the main event will be Saturday night, 
each day will look to accomplish something different 
connecting us back to our values and principles, 
celebrating both our brotherhood family and those that 
support us everyday, and the campus that brought us all 
together. Below is a general breakdown of the vision that 
the 50th Anniversary Committee has. If you are from out 
of town, we hope that you will consider coming to town 
early and if you are local we hope you consider joining for 
as many events as your schedule allows. 

Thursday - Evening
Ritual Followed by Afterglow
Festivities will be kicked off with a focus on Brotherly 
Love. The goal of Thursday evening is to celebrate the 
principles that bind us all together through the Ritual with 
an afterglow event.

Friday - All Day Events
Family and Brother Activities
This day we will look to incorporate a wide variety of 
options for those that want to celebrate with brothers but 
also involve family. Options offered may include:

- Morning Golf (weather permitting)
- Sound Body Event(s)
- Red Wings or Pistons Group Tickets
- Local Dinners or Happy Hours

Saturday - All Day Events
Campus Focused and Main Events
On Saturday we will return to our roots and focus on 
Campus. For those who haven’t returned in a while we 
the undergrads are prepared to give tours. LTU also now 
has a football team and there will be a tailgate as well as 
a memorial dedication prior to our main evening banquet.

- LTU Football Tailgate and Game
- Campus Tours
- Memorial Dedication
- Main Events at the Westin Ballrooms (evening)

Sunday - Morning
Brunch
To wrap up the weekend and see everyone off the next 
morning, we are looking at brunch options either at the 
hotel or at a local establishment. 



Nicholas Szydlek '94
Lonnie Thelen '94
William Boelke '91
Jeffrey Brown '93
Scott Lieberman '95
Jimmy Ristic '94
Patrick Taggart '94
Jeffrey Kowalski '94
Bradley Damron '95
Joseph Nutting '93
Michael Ceccacci '95

Pascal De Hesselle '95
Jeffree Findley '96
Chad Gruenwald 
Philip Stallone '94
Michael Novak '92
Ronald Green '96
Brian Jilbert '97
Mark Stanley '96
Brian Swedorski '97
Chester Tabaczynski '97
Jason Bartley '97
Sami Shara '94
Justin Wiseman '94

Robert Goffeney '83
Richard Sayles '82
Jonathan Chaitt '82
Donald Reimer '62
David Berletich '85
James LaRue '82
Bruce Barnard '85
Mark Kneeshaw '86
Timothy Mullins '86
Daniel Carney '86
Mark Davis '86
Kevin Kootsillas '86
Paul Pietrzyk '84
James Broski '86
Douglas Christie '87
Dennis Hayes '86

David Canavesio '72
Mark Hall '72
James Kolanek '73
Bruce Hall '73
Leslie Charbarneau '75
Tom Wilamowski '79
Mark Bedell '75
Bruce Zarzeski '75
James Godbout '78
John Husisian '77
Paul Parrone '77

16

50 Years of MI Theta - Alumni Database
As we begin the road to the 50th Anniversary Celebration, we are working towards getting as many brothers of Sigma Phi 
Epsilon and Kappa Phi Sigma onto our mailing list to keep everyone informed of the upcoming events throughout the year 
and beyond. Our goal is to make the celebration the biggest and best event in our chapter’s history. We need your help to 
track down some of the contact information from the brothers in bold, our preferred method of contact is an email address 
but a phone number, home address, Facebook or LinkedIn account,  will help as well. Please reach out to any of the brothers 
in bold and send their contact information to sigep.mitheta.alumni@gmail.com to get them added to our mailing list!
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Howard Schwager '83
Gary Parisi '79
Robert Stefl '79
Steven Susick '79
Edward Seidl '79
Chris Gibbons '83
Anthony Meyer '82
Jeffrey Broski '83
Paul Corby '83
Charles Doyle '83
Keith Logsdon '83
Janger Sesi '80

Alan Croll '78
Darrell Deluge '78
Michael Gris '79
Thomas O'Brien '79
Paul Wilhelm '78
Paul Kolanek '79
Thomas Moffatt '78
Andrew Tracey '78
William Schultz '79
Gary Tamanini '77
Randall Brooks '81
David Dragan '81
John Rouser '79

Robert Zimcosky '73
John Pintal '73
Charles Wilson '73
Dale Knopsnider '73
Roy Linden '73
Gary Koenig '72
John McDonald '74
Dennis Brills '74
Brian Newlin '74
Corbin Kingsbury '76
Jeffery Boggio '73
Rex Rush '73
Roland Bedell '74

Bert Beaman '79
Calvin Bentley '79
Michael Kernan '82
Dave Koscielniak '82
Tom Kourtakis '82
David Vogan '82
Thomas Loerlein '83
Harold Meloche '83

Peter Garofalo '74
George Vidusic '74
Carlyle Long '78
Keith Mc Kowen '78
Bradley Pearson '79
Robert Waldenmeyer '78
Arthur Madson '78
Timothy Pierce '78
Brian Winkler '80
Roy Mays '80
Egon Larsen '78
Arthur Morgenstern '78
Jeffrey Sherman '79

1970s

Kit Tomkow '90
Roberto Cicchelli '90
Paul Marcus '87
Chris Sommer '87
Timothy Waligora '89
Jeffrey Ford '91
Gregory Szczesny '88
Steven Lowes '88
Milorad Saicic '89
Mitchell Schreiber '89
Robert Rochon '92
Bruce Serafin '89
Sasha Ristic '90
Edward DesRosiers '91
Daniel McNulty '92
John Nilan '92
Jeffrey Platner '91
Donald Saigh '91

Brian Cullen '87
Paul Ferrero '87
David Hoel '87
Michael Mackens '87
David Marchese '87
Matthew Medwid '87
Samuel Iaquinto '87
Kevin Zelenka '87
Mark Harden '86
Matthew Orlando '88
Theodoros Grigoriou '88
Joseph Luellen '88
Mark Noble '88
Mathew Heidmous '90
Joel Broski '89
Gary Christoson '88
Brant Lyall '88
Vincent Marchese '88

Donald Phillips '89
Thomas Andreozzi '92
Enzo Felice '91
Thomas Hundt '93
Jamie Ogden '92
Andrew Ruiter '91
Donald Stevens '92

William Zwack '82
Kristopher Ford '82
Matthew Lembas '83
Daniel Barry '85
Philip Colarusso '83
Daniel Durski '84
Michael Joseph '84
Blair Taylor '83
John VanHout '83

Thomas Porter '86
John Hurtubise '87
Mark Brown '86
James Abdella '88
Robert Walus '88
Mark Kostecki '88
Martin Malfroid '88
Matt Dudzinski '89
Dante Lopez '89
Chris Martin '89
Paul Barrera '90
John Crowley '89
Mark Schumaker '89
Miroslav Tasevski '89
Terry Sawchuk '89
Joel Thomas '92
Philip Stackable '91
Adam Stratton '91

Peter Black '84
Ellsworth Grant '85
James Lezotte '85
Daniel Dague '85
Eric Wyns '85
Mark Zielinski '83
Raymond Zoia '85
Kenneth Greene '87
David Strzalka '87
Robert Boettcher '87
Brett Donohoe '86
Scott Evans '86
Chris Jeffrey '86
Robert Ward '86
Paul Adams '86
Kenneth Gabriel '86
Timothy Clark '86
Jon Ebersole '86

1980s

1990s Joseph Moore '97
Robert Miller '94
Harold Jankowiak '01
David Jarvi '99
Rory Pawl '98
Kevin Rem '97
Jeffrey Edwards '99
Salvatore Moschelli '00
Scott Neher '97
John Madany '97
Adam Breitbach '99
Carl Gill '99
Jambres Maximore '98

Eric Benninger '97
Michael Wiegand '98
Travis Ellinger '00
Nicholas Zager '00
Brook Hurd '99
Mark Saven '00
Stefan Neuhaeuser '00
Kyle Adkins '02
Matteo Pedini '01
Ryan Grabow '01
Sebastian Leung '00
Chris Longerbeam '01
Jason Schultz '00

Thomas Foos '96
John Adair '94
Todd Bergsman '96
Seth Honsinger '96
Anthony Davis '97
Darrel Simons '97
David Hamilton '99
Joe Kogelmann '01
Matt Trombley '00
Eric De Hesselle '00
David Moore '02
Justin Hemker '02

Benjamin Ohly '01
Reuben Cheney '00
Jason Bommarito '04
Sebastian Karwaczynski '03
Matthew Grimaldi '04
Charles Stockton '03
Ben Templeton '03
Daniel Bonfiglio '03

Jamie Darrow '94
William Mukavetz '95
Thomas Clos '94
Richard Sayyae '94

Bold = Brothers NOT on our Mailing List



Charles Corte
John E. Cooper
William T. Sheppard
James P. Kohls
Edward J. Kovach
Harold H. Dunn
Donald W. Dancey
Robert M. Wulbrecht
John W. Grindrod
Don E. Weber
William J. Boyd
Richard Marshall
John V. Yanik
David Reitzel
Thomas A. Walker
Pat M. Kosnik
Gerald C. Roll
James E. Rex
Eric Gengenbach
Edwin Marcum
Richard A. Auer
Gilbert Mack

David Jacks '12
Phil Kerby '15
Michael Hall '12
Ehren Quigley '14
Daniel Hoeffler '14
Philip Lucas '11
Michael Bush '15
Nick Paauwe '14
Justin Lee '15
Michael Neumann '12
George Grzywacz '15
Matthew Polhemus '15
Richard Yelda '16
Jacob Enerson '14

Shane Burley '03
Hnedel Maximore '03
Ryan Attard '04
Anthony Sutter '04
Chris Markiewicz '05
Robert Skinner '05
Michael Osborne '05
Woody Floyd '05
Jason Ritter-Lopatowski '05
Joseph Emery '05
Eric Timmons '05
John Marchione '05
Adam Gagarin '05
Kevin Kardel '05

17

Bold = Brothers NOT on our Mailing List
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Kevin Bartos '11
Michael Gee '07
Richard Tata '09
Ricardo Serra '08
Adam Dumas '10
Anthony Bird '10
Lee Bunting '08
Joshua Landuyt '07
Jacob Waggoner '09
Chris Antovski '09
Cayce Owens-Thrush '10
Collin Graw '10
Michael Orlandoni '09
Joseph Leblanc '07
Andrew Hopkins '10
Adam Ingraham '10
Troy Nuccio '11

Scott LaPorte '04
Jared Walega '04
Aaron Richard '07
Chris Dobrzynski '07
Andrew Percowycz '07
Joshua Gray '07
Yu Leung '06
Jeffrey Coates '10
Vincent Daniele '09
Nicholas Davio '08
Brian Eady '07
Cory Loomans '09
Wesley Sanborn '09
Michael Wallace '04
Rodney Frank '07
John Anderson '07
Daniel Baker '09

Nicholas Jaskowski '09
John Hartner '09
Benjamin Chiu '08
Kevin McLarney '14
Jeffrey Barrera '08
Timothy Olsen '10
Gregory Wells '11
Ryan Gilmore '11
Adam Wayne '11
Benjamin Guettler '12
Mitchell Dumond '07
Steve Sciacchitano '11
Matthew Meyer '11
Jason Chrumka '11
Joe Leuenberger '11
Derek Remillong '11
Ryan Beaudrie '09

Jake Montgomery '15
Brandon Hartwick '12
Matt Haelterman '12
Austin Chapman '14
Daniel Bishoping '12
Jeffery Mannor '12
Michael Paciero '15

Grant Burch '12
Matthew Riley '12

Ian Williams '12
Nicholas Pettit '12
Brian Game '12
Erik Slagter '11
Michael Newton '13
Jamiil Gaston '12
Keith Bohlinger '10
Anthony Sabat '12
Mitchell McCreadie '12
Joseph Kuzdal '15
Nicholas Martinez '12
Michael Knoff '11
Kevin Mason '12
Bryan Swenson '12
Matthew Hawley '11
Trevor Taormina '12
Charles Harris '12

2000s

Brandon Churches '15
Connor Barrick '16
Brendon Clover '17
Patrick Madinsky '16
Jess Moon '16
Ian Kienbaum '17
Justin Hartsaw '15
Anthony Fakhouri '17
Evan Beaudrie '15
Adam Drotar '17
Thomas Weeks '18
Aaron Barraclough '18
Travis McCall '18
Cody Chumbler '17
Zachary Wardell '17
Dylan Masko '17

Jeremy Nafus '17
Dean Perkins '16
Daniel Osorio '15
Richard Douglas '16
Matthew Scarchilli '16
Mario Gagnon '16
Mark Rust '16
Steven Vondra '15
Jovan Lozanovski '14
Andrew Tucker '17
Gabriel Ramirez '15
Michael Pruski '16
Michael Szczesniak '16
Sean Preston '17
Nathan Soley '16
Pierce Sadlier '18

Andrew Markle '18
Adam LoCicero '18
Nick Moceri '18
Corbin Patten '18
Oleg Shidlivsky '18
Reynaldo Santos '18
Darius Lewis '18
Nicholas Doherty '18
Nicholas Hysick '18
Chris Suchezky '17
Kyle Schmidt '17
Joseph McNeil '18
Nick Sytsma '18
Erik VerHoef '17
Nicholas O'Brien '17
Steven Szatkowski '20

Samuel Huggins '21
Austin Rohrback '21
Jacob Ferlito '20
Matt Larson '20
Andrew Lanni '20
Lewis Deisler '20
Edward Orlowski '15

Kyle Pitt '20
Andres Bastidas '20
Liam Butler '20
Matthew Joseph '20
Nicholas Hunt '18
Kristo Cule '21
Andres Carmona '21
Mitchell Murphy '20
Nathan Bouws '20
Joseph Morris '20
Ryan Johns '20
Brandon Agents '20
Jacob Bonacorsi '20
Bailey Ward '20
Andrew Clark '21
Andrew Barreiro '20

2010s

Paul H. Stites
Clark B. Wilson
Emmett Johnson
William Bagley
Daniel H. Craw
David F. Hoyle
Robert K. Wilson
Raymond M. Ament
John G. Avey
Dan Graw
Kent B. Henze
William Hitchcook
Fred Hoffman
Bruce O. Karvonen
Ralph A. Molotky
Robert E. Spence
Gerald A. Ament
John H. Chamberlin
Louis C. Angerilli
Edumund V. Aremia
Joseph Battaglia
Walter J. Kraimer
Robert C. Moore
James L. Owens
Sidney Rubin

Leon Kohls
Phillip H. Bush
Henry G. Freigruber
James Gross
Robert Jackson
Ken Kuhn
H. Manziara
Jay Montgomery
Richard D. Mulrenin
Donn R. Petrak
Wayne F. Phillips
Gene G. Rea
William Shaver
Richard Shiner
Richard B. Stewart
James F.  Arnold
Edward J. Bojas
Howard M. Cole
Stephen J. 
Groukiewicz
Gerald E. Hoffmeyer
Charles E. Knight
Clinton F. Roberts
Wolfgang A. Rock
Albert V. Scappaticci

Donald J. McKinley
John E. Conway
John Czech
Edward J. Mijak
John H. Allmand
Melvyn G. Hewins
Lee D. Johnson
August W. Keller
James R. Miller
Ralph A. Modad
William A. 
Reichenbach
William Rutten
Charles C. Svalya
John P. Cullen
Emil S. Hipsky
David J. MacFarlane
Michael Mitchel
James J. Penzak
Kenneth J. Kosnic
Conrad E. Gack
R. J. Luttermoser
James T. McAmmond
Leon M. Putti
Robert L. Breslin

James D. Wiggins
Hugh E. Hiett
Richard B. White
Stanley J. Simpson
Alfred Webb
Ken Allor
Leonard Bachelor
Wilson Daugherty
Jim Denisio
Edwin Haeve
Richard Hardin
Charles Jankowski
Bernia Korth
Bill Merrill
Bob Prange
Gordon Richards
John Scappaticci
Gary Theunik
Ernest Wheaton
Jack White
Ken Yauch
William Johnson
James Ford
Robert Hubbard

Joseph S. Rahaim
Robert G. Ross
Walter E. Skinner
Joseph A. Svoke
John D. Whitehead
Reginald J. Anson
Van Lee Churchill
Donald M. Reimer
Francis M. Farina
Jerome Obdziejewski
John C. Smith
Tony Shaughnessy
John Story
Robert Cieslinski
Enzo Marzolo
Howard  Williams
Kenneth P. Hojnacki
Karl Kandler
Gerritt Stemmer
Benjamin J. Swaine
Terry Bilovus
Ken R. Brosch
Alvin S. Levett
Richard W. Nelden
Thomas Soboczynski

ΚΦΣ



Some years there’s snow, some years there’s not, but MI 
Theta’s Annual Alumni Winter Retreat goes on regardless of 
the weather conditions. Unfortunately, last year the 2021 
Retreat was affected no differently than every other event in 
the world due to the COVID-19 pandemic starting not too 
long after our gathering in January 2020. While the 
Pandemic is not yet fully behind us, we look forward to 
resuming the event this year while remaining diligent and 
cautiously optimistic! To commemorate this, an excerpt from 
the MI Theta History document looks back at this meaningful 
event from it’s beginning days.  

Various sub-traditions have been created during the Winter 
Retreat weekend beginning with the Alumni vs Undergrad, 
football game in 1981, the Broski Award for brothers in the 
annual football game starting in 1985, the Winter Retreat 
Poker Tournament (WRPT) raising money for the MI Theta 
Endowment Funds in 2004, passing of the President’s gavel 
in 2009 and the Winter Retreat Old Goats in 2010 
commemorating those who have attended for 25 years.

After the first Winter Retreat in 1974 at Yankee Springs, it 
would be held at the park two more times in 1975 and 1976 
before taking a four-year hiatus. In December of 1981 the 
brothers of MI Theta returned to the state park and it was 
held at either the Chief Noonday or Long Lake Campsites 
until 2009, when the facilities had major maintenance and 
operational issues and the State ultimately closed them due 
to budget issues. Between 1981 and 2009 there were three 
years (1984, 1994 and 2001) where it was not held at 
Yankee Springs. A scheduling issue and error with a security 
deposit caused a disruption in 1984 but brother Matt 
Orlando ‘88 was instrumental in bringing us back in 1985. 
Then in the 1994-95 academic year, LTU switched from 
trimesters to semesters so Retreat was moved from 
December to January and such, there was no event in the 
1994 calendar year as they were held in December of 1993 
and January of 1995. In 2001 and only a few weeks before 

Winter Retreat
We’re Back!
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Rob Rochon ‘90 - The Winter Retreat, a weekend 
undergraduate and alumni event, was first held at the 
Yankee Springs State Park outside of Hastings, MI in 
December of 1974 and it was a weekend used to perform 
the initiation ceremony Fall class at the time. The chapter 
now performs Epsilon Rite of Passage during the weekend 
along with supporting ceremonies like the The Hoop of Steel 
Ceremony that reflects on the accomplishments of mid 
school year graduating seniors. Winter Retreat gives alumni 
a chance to interact and get to know the undergraduates as 
well as have the opportunity to reflect on the meaning of our 
Ritual. It is the longest running event for MI Theta spanning 
all five decades of existence. 

A History

Various sub-traditions have been created during the Winter 
Retreat weekend beginning with the Pledge/Alumni “Plumni” 
vs Active, now Alumni vs Active, football game in 1981, the 
Broski Award for the brother who has a major injury during 
the annual football game in 1985, the Winter Retreat Poker 
Tournament (WRPT) raising money for the MI Theta 
Endowment Funds in 2004, passing of the President’s gavel 
in 2009 and the Winter Retreat Old Goats in 2010 
commemorating those who have attended 25 years. 

After the first Winter Retreat in 1974 at Yankee Springs, it 
would be held at the park two more times in 1975 and 1976 
before taking a four-year hiatus. In December of 1981 the 
brothers of MI Theta returned to the state park and it was 
held at either the Chief Noonday or Long Lake Campsites 
until 2009, when the facilities had major maintenance and 
operational issues and the State ultimately closed them due 
to budget issues. Between 1981 and 2009 there were three 
years (1984, 1994 and 2001) where it was not held at 
Yankee Springs. Due to damage to the cabins the previous 
year, the chapter lost their deposit and was not allowed to 
return in 1984. Brother Matt Orlando ‘88 was instrumental in 
convincing the State to allow the chapter back in 1985. Then 
in the 1994-95 academic year, LTU switched from trimesters 
to semesters so Retreat was moved from December to 
January and such, there was no event in the 1994 calendar 

The Winter Retreat, a weekend undergraduate and alumni 
event, was first held at the Yankee Springs State Park 
outside of Hastings, MI in December of 1974 and it was a 
weekend used to perform the initiation ceremony for the 
pledges from the Fall pledge class. The chapter now 
performs Epsilon Rite of Passage during the weekend along 
with supporting ceremonies. The Hoop of Steel Ceremony is 
sometimes performed over this weekend based on mid-year 
graduating seniors. Winter Retreat gives alumni a chance to 
interact and get to know the undergraduates as well as have 
the opportunity to perform Ritual. It is the longest running 
event for MI Theta spanning all five decades of existence. 
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Fun Facts
Winter Retreat Food
In 1998, Kit Tomkow ‘90 led the charge to upgrade the 
quality of food at retreat.  With support from Joe Nutting 
‘94 and several undergraduates, Kit prepared a great deal 
of food the week before.  Armed with a spreadsheet 
spelling out all the items needed and calculations of 
quantities based on attendance, they assembled a 
gourmet camping feast that far surpassed anything 
compared to what had been done at retreat before.  The 
chapter followed the formula developed by Kit at Winter 
Retreat for several years until retreat moved to Camp 
Kidwell where the chapter then had access to a 
commercial kitchen. For the last several years that same 
charge to upgrade food at Camp Kidwell has been lead 
by Alumnus Kevin Bartos ‘11.

Presidential Gavel
In 2008, brother Lee Bunting ‘08 created a large gavel 
from soft pine to be passed down from President to 
President each year at Winter Retreat and symbolically 
pass the torch of leadership onto the incoming President. 
Having this ceremony at Winter Retreat allows the new 
President to receive congratulations from both the 
undergraduate and alumni brothers in attendance as well 
as allow them to talk to past Presidents for guidance.

Poker Tournament
In 2004 an impromptu Texas Hold-Em Poker Tournament 
with brother Brant Lyall ‘88 winning, started a new and 
third sub-tradition at Winter Retreat. Beginning in 2005 
the winner of the tournament received a trophy and half of 
the winnings from the tournament would go to assist in 
funding the Chapter BMS with the donation being the 
winner’s name.

Renaissance Brothers Welcomed
At the 2002 Winter Retreat two teams of alumni 
performed the initiation ceremony and brothers John 
Anderson, Renaissance ‘02 and Rod Frank, 
Renaissance ‘02 became the sixth and seventh 
Renaissance brothers and Chapter Member #363 and 
#362 respectively.

Old Goats
The 2010s saw another tradition start for MI Theta and it 
was the fifth sub-tradition of Winter Retreat. In 2010 
brother Brant Lyall ‘88 became the first brother to attend 
25 Winter Retreats and to honor this unprecedented 
accomplishment it was decided to create “The Old Goats” 
club and present brother Lyall with a black baseball hat 
with an embroidered goat head on the front and the year 
of his accomplishment on the left side. What made this 
accomplishment even more impressive is that brother 
Lyall attended all of these retreats consecutively. Brother 
Lyall has since been followed by brothers Gary 
Christoson ‘88, Sam Iaquinto ‘86, Tom Andreozzi ‘92, 
Jim Taggart ‘94, Greg Szczesny ‘88, Rob Rochon ‘92, 
Bruce Serafin ‘89, Kevin Rem ‘97 & Sam Moschelli ‘00.

Retreat was to be held the State informed the Chapter that 
the cabins were being used by another group. That year 
brother Gary Christoson ‘88 stepped up and offered his 
home in Fowlerville, MI for Retreat to be held. The problems 
with the State and subsequent private company began a few 
years prior the chapter finally deciding to relocate the event 
after no heat was available for the entire weekend in 2009. 
In 2010 and with the help of the then AVC Vice-President, 
brother Nick Stremer, Minnesota ‘07, Retreat moved to 
Camp Kidwell in Bloomingdale, MI and continues to be held 
at that facility. In 2019 over 95 brothers attended Winter 
Retreat for the annual event. Over the years, the event has 
changed as the Fraternity world has but the goal to unite the 
alumni of MI Theta like this once per year will always remain. 
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The 1971 
Society
$2,500 to $9,999

David Berletich
Gary Christoson
Brant Lyall
Paul Marcus
Scott Lieberman
Sam Moschelli
Rodney Frank

Howie Jankowiak
Woody Floyd
Vincent Daniele
Kevin Bartos
Ryan Gilmore

Sam Iaquinto
Matthew Orlando
Robert Rochon
Daniel McNulty
Patrick Taggart

Michael Newton
Corbin Patten
John Jurewicz**
Kevin Maguire
MI Theta AVC

Tipo’s 
Trust
$500 to $999

Bradley Damron
Pascal De Hesselle
Reuben Cheney
Jeffrey Coates
Brian Eady
John Anderson
Adam Ingraham
Joseph Leuenberger
Ian Williams

Mark Bedell
Thomas O'Brien
Paul Corby
Daniel Carney
Matthew Medwid
Donald Phillips
Thomas Andreozzi
Donald Stevens
Jim Ristic

Nicholas Pettit
Michael Paciero
Richard Douglas
Michael Pruski
Nathan Soley
Anthony Fakhouri
Andrew Markle
40th Anniversary 
Anonymous
Brian Campbell

MONEY CLUB

Founders 
Club
$10,000 to $24,999

Randall Brooks
Steve Iaquinto**

The 
Chairman’s 
Senate
$25,000+

Support from the money club has been critical to our 
chapter’s growth over the last 30 years. We now set our 
sight towards fulfilling the Sacred Heart Promise which 
intends to support the undergraduate chapter by providing 
annual funding for the Balanced Man Scholarship and 
scholarships for brothers to attend SigEp Headquarters 
leadership events, Carlson Leadership Academy, Ruck 
Leadership Institute and Grand Chapter Conclave. Thank 
you to everyone listed here for your contributions and a 
special thank you to the newest member of the Founders 
Club, Brother Randall Brooks ’81, your latest contribution 
has brought the BMS Endowment  to 40% complete!

Bold = Changes since last Money Club 
(**) = In Memoriam
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Ducal Crown 
Club
$1000 to $2,499



SigEp 
Sam 
Club
$200 to $499

Mathew Heidmous
Joel Broski
Kit Tomkow
Michael Ceccacci
Justin Wiseman
Robert Miller
Kevin Rem
Ben Templeton
Andrew Percowycz
Daniel Baker
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Howard Schwager
Gary Parisi
Charles Doyle
Robert Goffeney
James LaRue
Bruce Barnard
James Broski
Brian Cullen
Michael Mackens
Joseph Luellen

Lee Bunting
Jason Chrumka
Brandon Hartwick
Justin Lee
Richard Yelda
Dean Perkins
Steven Vondra
Andrew Tucker
Justin Hartsaw
Aaron Barraclough
Meriah Vondra

Alpha 
Beta 
Club
$100 to $199

Joseph Nutting
Chad Gruenwald
Jambres Maximore
Nicholas Zager
Joseph Emery
Joseph Leblanc
Erik Slagter
Jacob Montgomery
Austin Chapman
David Jacks
Mark Rust
Pierce Sadlier
Patrick Madinsky

David Canavesio
John Husisian
Jeffrey Broski
Jonathan Chaitt
Eric Wyns
Kevin Zelenka
Mark Harden
Greg Szczesny
Mitchell Schreiber
Bruce Serafin
Jamie Ogden
Andrew Ruiter
William Boelke

Jess Moon
Adam LoCicero
Nick Moceri-LoCicero
Oleg Shidlivsky
Darius Lewis
Nick Sytsma
Kristo Cule
Joseph Morris
Edward Orlowski
George Moschelli 
Jeff Rienhold
Nicholas Gee

Red 
Door 
Club
$50 to $99

Steven Lowes
Edward DesRosiers
Jason Bartley
Joseph Moore
Jason Bommarito
Matthew Grimaldi
Charles Stockton
Robert Skinner
Adam Gagarin
Jared Walega
Chris Dobrzynski
Joshua Landuyt
Michael Orlandoni
Kevin McLarney
Jamiil Gaston
Jason Ritter-Lopatowski

Charles Wilson
Paul Parrone
Arthur Madson
Christopher Gibbons
Jerry Sesi
Philip Colarusso
James Lezotte
Mark Kneeshaw
Mark Davis
Scott Evans
Kevin Kootsillas
Dennis Hayes
Mark Brown
Roberto Cicchelli
Tim Waligora
Christopher Martin

Joseph Kuzdal
George Grzywacz
Mario Gagnon
Zachary Wardell
Chris Suchezky
Brandon Agents
John Billinghurst
George Charbeneau
Melissa Grunow 
Michelle Yelda
Nathan Mark

The 
Sigma 
Circle
$1 to $49

Matthew Dudzinski
Jeffrey Ford
Adam Stratton
Lonnie Thelen
Jeffrey Brown
Jeffree Findley
Eric Timmons
Nicholas Davio
Richard Tata
Travis McCall
Joseph McNeil
Andres Carmona
Jacob Bonacorsi
John Bowling
Beth Biernacki
Andrew Lemens

Dale Knopsnider
Leslie Charbarneau
Dean Yost
Alan Croll
David Dragan
Egon Larsen
John Rouser
Steven Susick
Anthony Meyer
Richard Sayles
William Zwack
Daniel Durski
Kenneth Greene
Paul Pietrzyk
Douglas Christie
Paul Ferrero

David Norris
Mackenzy Brown
Matthew Nowak
Richard White
Stephanie Woods
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21556 W Ten Mile Rd.
Southfield, MI

48075

Chapter: sigep.mi.theta@gmail.com 

AVC: Sigep.mitheta.alumni@gmail.com


